
 

Health, Safety and Environment 

Lessons Learned 

Incident Summary 
Recently there has been one incident and one near 
miss involving the use of tandem trailers. The 
incidents highlighted the need for increased 
awareness of potential hazards associated with the 
use of trailers and other towed equipment. 
 
The incident resulted in a lost time injury to a 
contractor. The loaded NDD trailer had been 
moved to an investigation location and detached 
from the vehicle due to limited room.  .When NDD 
works at the location were completed, a short 
4sight meeting was held to discuss and agree on a 
safe process to maneuver the vehicle back to the 
trailer. The contractor who suffered the injury acted 
as spotter to the reversing towing vehicle.  When 
the vehicle was stopped, the tow ball was still 
approximately 15cm away from the trailer hitch.  
Contrary to what had been discussed, the injured 
person instinctively then proceeded to pull the 
loaded trailer hitch across to line up with the tow 
ball of the towing vehicle and felt his back strain. 
 
In the near miss, drilling contractors were 
attempting to manoeuver a loaded NDD trailer over 
a curb. As the trailer mounted the curb, the trailer 
hitch was forced off the tow ball of the  vehicle.  
Fortunately the safety chains on the trailer were 
securely attached to the towing vehicle, which 
prevented complete detachment of the trailer from 
the vehicle. The trailer didn’t hit the ground, nothing 
spilled out and nothing was broken. No one was 
hurt. 

 
Tandem trailer with tow ball attachment chains and safety brake 
at front of a-frame draw bar 

 

 

 

Lessons Learned and Tips 

• Manual handling a trailer to align for 
reattachment with the towing vehicle is 
common practice, but represents an increased 
manual handling risk, especially when the 
trailer is loaded. 

• If a second person is available, they should be 
used as a spotter to assist with visibility when 
reversing.  

• Correct matching of the towing vehicle and 
trailer is essential.  The person conducting the 
towing must understand the towing restrictions 
of the vehicle and the weight of the trailer or 
equipment being towed. 

• Trailer must have all rear and stop/brake lights 
and blinkers operating correctly. These should 
be checked every time the trailer is fitted 

• Safety chains must be secured from the trailer 
to the vehicle. 

• All cargo extending 1m or more beyond the 
end of a truck, trailer or similar vehicle shall be 
clearly marked with a red warning flag or cloth. 
Red lights must be used at night. 

• Do not step onto or over the towbar. Walk 
around the long way. Do not get into a trailer 
unless absolutely necessary. 

• If you must get in, only get in and out at the 
back of the trailer. Only get into a trailer when 
it is attached to a vehicle. 

• Trailer hand brake (if fitted) should be applied 
whenever the trailer is used detached from the 
vehicle. 

 

Additional Information 

Additional information relating to safe towing can 
be found at: 

• Section 5 of URS SMS AP7-057 Vehicle 
Safety Program  

• http://www.transport.wa.gov.au/mediaFiles/LB
U_VS_IB_107.pdf 

• http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/doingbusinesswithu
s/downloads/contractor-ohs/004-06.pdf 
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